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cclesiastes chapter 3 has been a very challenging but strengthened. The human 
verse 1 says: there is a highly fulfilling experience. resources base (research and Etime for everything and a administrat ive  personnel)  When by fate, the pioneer 

season for every activity under needed to be enhanced in tandem Executive Director,  Prof.  
heaven…..”  Now is the time for with the organisational structure, Chukwuma Soludo, was called to 
reflection about the progressive which was at its very formative national service as the Chief  
march of  the Institute over the stage. It was also obvious that Economic Adviser to the 
past 9 years, as we mark a cross- adequate attention had to be paid President/Chief  Executive 
over from one period of  the to resource mobilisation and Officer of  the National Planning 
Institute to another. funding sustainability in order to Commission in June 2003, the 

ensure  e f fect ive  research With the benefit  of  Institute was barely two years 
programming and networking. hindsight to June 2003, there is since it began operations in 
T h e s e  we r e  h u m o n go u s  no doubt that African Institute 2001. It was akin to the case of  a 
challenges that stared me in the for Applied Economics (AIAE) baby who was still undergoing 
face.has recorded wide-ranging breast-feeding but whose mother 

landmarks and milestones in was inevitably physically taken I confronted the challenges 
institutional development, away. On assuming the position with utmost determination, 
research and research networking of  Executive Director, within vigour and passion (given that 
with stakeholders (policymakers, this context, I was confronted what was entrusted to me was 
private sector and civil society) as with several challenges to build what I love doing, what I regard 
well as in the development of  upon the strong foundation as my divine calling). It appeared 
infrastructure and amenities and already laid by Prof. Chukwuma I had already been prepared, 
technological retooling. Like Soludo, during the first two though unknowingly, for this 
typical experiences of  institution pioneering years. The robust and huge critical assignment. This is 
building, our organisational ambitious research enterprise set against the backdrop of  the 
learning curve has not been out at the beginning of  the relevant and useful antecedents at 
smooth and straightforward. It Institute had to be sustained and the University of  Nigeria, 

Reflections in Retrospect of 2003Reflections in Retrospect of 2003

Prof. Eric Eboh

“My Dream for AIAE”
Prof. Chukwuma Soludo he Chairman of  the Board of  Directors reckoned with among think tanks in Sub Sahara 

of  the Institute Prof. Chukwuma Soludo Africa. He also expressed his gratitude to the Thas disclosed that his dream is to make stakeholders including the federal government, the 
the Institute a leading Pan African Independent state governments especially that of  south east 
Think Tank. He said he has made up his mind to states of  Nigeria, the Organised Private Sector 
devote a significant time to pursue the realisation (OPS), the NGOs, CSOs, the Associate Fellows, 
of  this noble vision. the Academics, the community leaders for their 

The former Governor of  the Central Bank of  support and collaboration all the time.
Nigeria (CBN) gave this hint at the congratulatory He said the memoir detailing the experience 
dinner organised by the Institute for him on the of  his foray into politics and lessons he learnt is 
20th of  February, 2012 at Nondon Hotel Enugu. already in the pipeline for others to benefit from. 
The cerebral economist noted that for the past 10 “Lack of  institution is the bane of  Nigeria's 
years of  AIAE's  existence , the Institute had lived development, we only make individuals who may 
up to the expectations of  the stakeholders, adding or may not make any difference, we don't build 
that the Institute would grow in leaps and bounds institutions. To worth it, you must make a 
in the second decade which just began in 2012. difference, this and some other issues would be 

The chairman of  the BOD appreciated the revealed in my memoir I will soon produce for 
management and staff  of  the Institute led by Prof. public consumption”, he averred. 
Eric Eboh, who has given his intention to return to Dignitaries present at the dinner which 
the University, for doing a yeoman's job in making included, members of  the Board of  Directors;     
sure that the Institute is one of  the first to be Prof. Chukwuma Soludo
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- Prof. Eric Eboh
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Members of the SENEC Committee after a meeting

Old premises of the Instittute 
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Prof. Eboh fielding questions from the press

AIAE staff members
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AIAE’s New Office Complex

Members of AIAE Board of Directors

Prof. Eboh and Members of the IDRC team in AIAE Library
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Stakeholders charge Government on 

management of Sovereign Wealth Fund

Participants pose for a group photograph at the event in Abuja

 

Drivers and Sustainability of Agricultural 
Growth in Nigeria
This paper evaluates the factors that drive Nigeria's agricultural 

growth with an intent to inform and stimulate appropriate policy 

responses for growth sustainability.  Overall, the study shows that 

Nigerian agricultural output growth is directly related to the 

growth of  factor input, but, the negative outlook of  the trend of  

TFP implies that growth might not indeed be sustainable.

Staff News

he meeting of  the Board of  Directors was held on the T21st February, 2012. Issues related to the development 
of  the Institute for the new phase were considered

Board of Directors Meeting
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AIAE Research Paper 8
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Prof. Ginigeme Mbanefoh, Prof  Akpan Ekpo, interim Chairman of  SENEC, Prof. 
Okwudiba Nnoli,  Eng Chris Okoye, Dr. Jones Lemchi, Mr. Frank Amagwu and 
others poured encomiums on Prof. Soludo for being a good ambassador of  the 
academia in government and the south east in general. They all praised everyone 
involved in what they called “from Genesis to Nondo” which signifies the place 
where the ceremony for the send forth was held and the place where the 
congratulatory dinner was held.

Soludo’s Dream:  continued from front page

rs Beatrice Ndibe has 
been promoted as Deputy M
Administration Manager, 

she will also double as Principal 
Secretary in the Office of  the 
Executive Director. Before now, 
Mrs. Ndibe was the 
Administrative Officer and was 
also serving as Secretary in the 
office of  the Executive Director. The Institute’s 
management is very optimistic that the promotion will 
spur her to greater dedication, hard-work and excellence.
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AIAE advances Policy Relevance of the Research 

on Social Security Programmes in Nigeria

Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Ichoku speaking at the event

AIAE Trains Professionals in Tools for Agric Policy Analysis

Prof. Eboh and the team of Facilitators at the Workshop
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Continued from page 4 testament of  our determination to ease the national relevance and effectiveness.  
programming effectiveness of  the Institute reporting requirements, deliverables and Overall, the future of  AIAE is very bright. 
both in the current period and into the future.timelines as well as feedback and use The right direction and tone for the future has 

mechanisms for channeling the results of  M & Whatever achievements and milestones been set by the worthwhile organisational 
E to facilitate the organizational learning we have recorded in the last 9 years would not learning curve of  the past 9 years. No doubt, 
curve. have been possible without the solid the challenges in using research to inform and 

foundation laid by my predecessor, Prof. influence public policy are daunting, and great The development of  infrastructure was 
Chukwuma Soludo. In addition to his creativity and innovativeness are required to not left out. Starting from 2006, we began to 
pioneering role as the founder of  the Institute, continually confront them. The institutional find resources to acquire land and develop own 
he set the Institute on the right pedestal in the environment for competitive research is building complex. We were lucky to find a wide 
national and regional landscapes before his call increasingly dynamic and the developmental expanse of  land in a suitable area of  Enugu. We 
to national service in the Obasanjo scope for 'think tanks' has intensified. Besides, mobilised resources and acquired the land on 
government. I am indeed very grateful to him there is a growing need for research to help 3rd April 2007 and commenced the 
and the Board of  Directors for laying this address the lingering policy-relevant questions construction of  the office building on 5th 
strong foundation and creating the conducive about economic growth, poverty reduction, October 2009. After several stoppages and 
environment for me to function as Executive inequality, globalisation and sustainable delays occasioned by shortage of  funds, we 
Director. development in Nigeria and Sub-Saharan completed the building and moved our offices 

Africa. The good news is that today, AIAE is to this new complex on 2nd May 2011. The exemplary cooperation and support 
stronger, better, more vibrant and more visible Throughout the building project, the of  staff  of  the Institute cannot be sufficiently 
to the national and international community. Institute's finances were severely stressed. We appreciated. The staff  of  the Institute put in 
The signs are visible and tangible. They cut were caught between meeting our research great sacrifices, sometimes working in 
across the critical success benchmarks for obligations and conserving funds to execute prolonged manner and at very odd times in 
policy research institutions which include the building project. The discretion, efforts order to meet project timelines and get things 
research performance, human resource profile, and sacrifices paid off. Today, the office done. It was great working with all of  them as 
policy engagement and public influence, complex stands out as a living evidence of  our we together weathered the “thick and thin” of  
n e t w o r k i n g ,  f i n a n c i a l  h e a l t h ,  determination to succeed, a resolve not to give the journey. Also, I owe tremendous gratitude 
national/regional relevance, institutional up amidst daunting constraints. to all Associate Fellows, particularly, those who 
development, technological and infrastructural demonstrated outstanding commitments and Integral to our efforts to boost the enhancement. In the manner of  Paul's last constant availability to provide critical research operational capabilities and efficiency of  the testimony – 2 Timothy 4:6-7: “ … and the services for the Institute. Our friends and Institute, we set an agenda for the purchase of  time has come for my departure, I have fought partners in the private sector and civil society an official vehicle. In spite of  the financial the good fight, ……, I have kept the faith…”, were highly supportive through participation pressures that confronted us at the time, we so, I wish to say, in all modesty, that my in AIAE-coordinated research-based public were able to pay for an official vehicle on 14 Providential Calling to AIAE is a MISSION policy networks, notably BBI, BECANS, September 2009. The official vehicle EXPERIENCED.Enugu Forum and SENEC. They brought in (minibus) has enhanced the operational 

complementary perspectives and insights into logistics as well as improved the corporate 
the networks and thereby engendered greater image of  the Institute. The vehicle is today a 
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Prof Eric C. Eboh, Executive Director 
(June 2003 to May 2012)
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o say that the Institute experienced AIAE was about to go the way of  many honest hard work continue to probe and 
phenomenal growth between June other research institutes in Africa. Then, proffer solutions to the myriad of  social and T2003 and May 2012 is to say the least. came Prof  Eric Eboh who has dazzled us economic problems in the South-east, 

Stakeholders of  the Institute including with his performance as the Executive Nigeria and the world at large”.
associate fellows, academics, leaders of  the Director since 2003 and has established 
organised private sector, community leaders, AIAE as a strong competitor in the Nigerian E. M. Igbokwe,
women leaders, and others expressed their and African research industry”. University of  Nigeria,Nsukka
views on these giant strides under the 
leadership of  the outgoing Executive Hyacinth Eme Ichoku “Research at AIAE has been intellectually 
Director, Prof. Eric Eboh during the period. Dept of  Economics, University of  challenging, involving moments of  agony 
By popular demand, the views expressed by Nigeria, Nsukka and ecstasy. It continues to provide 
some of  these stakeholders are chronicled opportunities to meet wonderful people, 
below: “AIAE emerged at a time that many capable exchange ideas, learn new tools, collaborate 

and renowned economics scholars and on economic studies, and have access to 
“AIAE has undergone considerable practitioners were yearning for a platform to seminars and briefings. Working with Prof. 
transformation from a nascent assemblage engage in public policy work in and around Eboh has been illuminating, and I pray he 
of  research fellows with the associated Enugu. Professor Soludo, the founding continues to find golden nuggets in 
supporting administrative sub-structure, to a Executive Director, left while the aircraft, so unexpected places as he walks through life's 
visible, credible, and foremost economic to speak, was still gaining height. Few uncharted pathway”. 
policy institution with a pan-African believed that the Institute would survive the 
mandate. That transformation was made exit of  'evangelistic' Professor Charles Ifediora Amobi
possible by the determination and Soludo as he was then well known, and Investment Policy Adviser, 
commitment of  Associate Fellows, the fewer still accepted that an unknown Growth & Employment in States 
innovative leadership of  Prof. Eboh, as well 'disciple', then Dr. Eric Eboh would preach (GEMS3) Support Improved Business 
as the inspiring confidence and support of  the gospel, whether in season or out of  Environment
Prof. Soludo. I see AIAE transform into an season. It behoves all of  us to thank 
intellectual hub for economic policy-making Professor Eboh for service faithfully “In the last nine years, AIAE has stoutly 
and advocacy in Africa, if  the next rendered and encourage him not to turn his positioned itself  as a key policy research 
leadership of  the institute builds on the back to the project by continually availing it institute not only in Nigeria, but in Africa. It 
current momentum.” of  his resourcefulness, passion and made strong and visible inputs to key 

commitment”. national policies and debates. It took its 
Dr. Kalu. O. Oji, Associate strong footing and became internalised as a 

Fellow & Economist. S. A. Ukeje, Associate Fellow, AIAE strong and veritable R4D institute in Nigeria, 
Central Bank of  Nigeria, Abuja mobilising both local and international 

“AIAE for the past 9 years under the talents and think-tanks”.
“There are numerous truths about AIAE leadership of  Prof  Eric Eboh has proved to 
since inception. One of  such truths is that in be the leading evidence based research Dr. Jones Lemchi
the past nine years, AIAE has really institution in Nigeria based on the track Department of  Agricultural Economics
witnessed many giant strides and visibilities records of   its researches, symposia, policy Federal University of  Technology, 
in promoting evidence-based decision dialogues, workshops,trainings,seminars and Owerri
making in Nigeria. As a former employee, conferences both local and International 
the Institute afforded me the opportunity of  conducted/organised during the period “I must observe that the AIAE in the last 
a rich practical learning experience in under review. As an Associate Fellow, the nine years has grown from “that Institute in 
economic/agricultural research, policy institute has added value to me as a person Enugu” to an internationally recognised and 
advocacy, networking and consulting and has enriched my CV to international respected research and development 
services on other wide range of  standard through my active participation in institution that has delivered values to the 
development issues in Nigeria and West the activities of  the Institute. Finally, may Nigerian and African public and private 
Africa.” God make sky to be the limit of  Prof. Eric sectors. The Institute has grown from a 

Eboh for his efforts and sacrifice for the humble rented accommodation to a 
Oliver C. Ujah past 9 years”. permanent office and conference edifice. 

Associate Fellow, and Economic and Most importantly, the Institute (under the 
Strategic Marketing Advisor, Water and Ndaya Muhammad Yelwa leadership of  Prof  Eric Eboh) has given a 

Sanitation for Africa (WSA), Burkina Faso Associate Fellow sense of  value, dignity and respect to most 
associates and staff  of  the Institute which 

 “As a foundation member in 2000, I have “In nearly ten years of  fruitful research and has sustained the level of  commitment that 
seen AIAE-the African equivalent of  consultancy, AIAE has proven to be the best has been demonstrated by everybody over 
Brooklyn Institute dreamed by Prof  Soludo, classroom especially for those interested in these years and helped to build the Institute 
grow from a little recognized, almost evidence based research. Its involvement in to its height today”. 
informal set up to become a key player in probing research into governments' and   
the Nigerian research industry. Then we saw MDAs' operations and international Chidiebere Ibe, a Research Fellow, 
it as a platform for interaction among assignments attest to the wealth of  Governance Consultant, 
researchers and to listen to the erudite and experience garnered by the Institute and its and Public Policy Analyst based in 
scholarly lectures often delivered by Prof  staff  (both permanent and ad hoc). It is Abuja.
Soludo. At his exit in 2003, we thought hoped that the Institute would, through 

2003 to 2012: Growing In Leaps and Bounds
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Press Clips
n Jan .19 FRCN Network reported comments on 2012 budget by the Executive ODirector. Also on Feb. 22,23,24, 29, March3, 4,5,7  Vanguard, Daily 

Independent, Tribune, The Nation, Eko FM, Lagos Tv,ThisDay ,STV, BusinessDay , 

Guardian, on Social Security Seminar.  Sovereign Wealth Fund was also on Feb. 27, 

March 2, 3,4,5,6,12 Raypower Network, AIT, Thisday, Lagos TV, Channels, Daily 

Independent, Superscreen, Eko FM, Vanguard, Sun,and FRCN Network on Sovereign 

Wealth Fund. 

African Institute for Applied Economics
54, Nza Street, Independence Layout,
P.O. Box 2147 Enugu, NIGERIA
Phone: 08039115606
Email: info@aiaenigeria.org    
www.aiaenigeria.org

The African Institute for Applied Economics is a non-governmental, not-for-profit and independent 
organisation devoted to economic research towards promoting evidence-based decision making. This 
Newsletter is published periodically to update stakeholders on the Institute’s activities. All contributions, 
suggestions and requests to receive this newsletter should be sent  to  newsletter@aiaenigeria.org

“AIAE has lived more than expectations in “For almost a decade, AIAE broadened the best in me and I used same to add to the 
growth of  AIAE. From a rented apartment the past 9 years. It has successively served as activity portfolios of  research and advocacy 
when I joined, AIAE is now a landlord to the what I can call the knowledge centre. I look beyond the usual 'research book-keeping'. It 
extent of  accommodating scholars and forward to a capable hand that can carry increasingly focused on capacity 
professionals on sabbatical…Kudos to Eric forward the giant strides of  Prof. Eric Eboh development and knowledge sharing, 
and team. I have no regrets giving my time to and his current team. Wish all the staff  particularly bridging the gap between 
AIAE all these years because I am better for well”. research output and end-users. For me, the 
it”. nine active years of  Professor Eric C. Eboh 

Ken Kwujeli projected AIAE as a connecting pillar 
Ibeawuchi (Frank) Amagwu, between the old ways of  conducting 

Chairman, Enugu Forum Steering “With appreciable authenticity and vehement research and the new challenges of  bringing 
Committeevisibility all in alignment with its vision and together research and practice towards the 

mission, the AIAE has, within the period achievement of  mutual development 
“AIAE is one of  the prestigious research under review, made its impact felt at country, objectives”.

institutions in Nigeria that I am proud to be regional, continental and intercontinental 
associated with. The institution has served as levels as one of  the leading economic Dr Moses O. Oduh
a knowledge centre and spring board for me research institutes in Nigeria and Africa. I SA-DG,

in the pursuit of  my career. The history of  congratulate the driver of  the vision and Debt Management Office, Abuja
my current key carrier height and mission, Prof  Eric C. Eboh who has 

achievement as the Technical Adviser to the effectively etched his name in stone. The “In nine years of  his stewardship as the 
Honourable Minister of  National Planning Executive Director, Prof. Eric Eboh through relocation of  the Institute from a temporary 
on various assignments since 2005 till date hard work, dedication to duty and site to a well-designed permanent site bears 

cannot be completed without making uncommon public relations skills developed the imprints of  a clear-headed development 
reference to AIAE. AIAE has been a good the dream that was AIAE to a house hold economist. Kingly kudos also goes to the 

back-bone for me”.name in Nigeria's evidence- based research Associate Fellows of  the Institute.”  
and policy advocacy Community.  There is 

Quindaline C. Enehhardly any public institution in Nigeria that Augustine Odinakachukwu Ejiogu
National Planning Commission, Abuja the foot prints of  AIAE does not resonate at Department of  Agricultural Economics

both national and regional levels on  a wide Imo State University, Owerri
It was with mixed feelings that I received the range of   development and policy issues 
news of  Prof  Eboh's imminent exit as the addressing one development  challenge or the “The peer learning series of  AIAE over the 
ED of  the AIAE. His tenure coincided with other in a most professional way. I am glad to past nine years has been a major source of  
mine as the National President of  the note that donor community has come to updating knowledge on contemporary issues 
Nigerian Association of  Small and Medium associate their development strategies with among academics and other stakeholders 
Enterprises (NASME). The fact that he the expertise and professional services within the south east of  Nigeria and beyond. 
immediately saw the relevance of  business rendered in the area of  research and policy The networking opportunities provided by 
membership organizations like NASME to advocacy by AIAE. The Associate Fellows of  Prof  Eboh- led AIAE over the past nine the work of  the Institute and the Nigerian the Institute  will surely miss the leadership years have led many academics to higher economy was evident: AIAE joined NASME and principled approach to evidence based heights in their various disciplines. Many as an institutional member at par with other research demonstrated by Prof  Eboh during students were able to sail through their research institutes in the country, Prof  Eboh his tenure”. academic programmes with intellectual and became a valued resource person for our 

material supports from AIAE either through Conferences and rendered his services free of  Dr. Friday K. Ohuche- Country AIAE standard library facility, training charge to the association.  Most importantly, Economist, IMF programmes and peer learning sessions.  Of  he co-opted NASME into the BECANS 
particular note is the fact that AIAE under project, which  was the first independent “As chairman of  the Enugu Forum steering 
the directorship of  Prof. Eric Eboh study of  business environment across committee, I found my organizational skills, 
transformed from a tenant to owner- Nigerian states. His leadership of  the professional duties, personal trainings and 
occupier status.  For me this is the peak!” Institute has been exemplary and I hope his intellectual abilities sharpened and greatly 

successor will build on this excellent enhanced and my immediate job performance 
Ifeyinwa Achike, foundation. witnessed a significant boost. The Forum 
Associate Fellow

organized monthly lectures on key and 
Ike Abugu, PhDrelevant national issues. Professor Eboh's 

Immediate Past President, (NASME)leadership of  the Institute brought out the 
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